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THE ATTITUDE OF GUSTAV FREYTAG AND JULIAN 
SCHMIDT TOWARD ENGLISH LITERATURE (1848- 
1862), by Lawrence Marsden Price, Ph.D. Instructor in 
German in the University of Missouri. — Hesperia, Schriften 
zur germanischen Philologie, herausgegeben von H. Collitz. 
No. 7. Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins Press. 1915. 

Dr. Price by no means overestimates the value of his treatise 
when he calls it a contribution to the study of the influence of 
English writers upon German literature in the nineteenth century; 
for it is indeed a valuable contribution and throws new light on 
the deplorable ineffectiveness of the majority of the so-called 
Young German writers. The compass of Price's investigation 
is clearly indicated by the headings of the five chapters into which 
it is divided. They are: 1) Walter Scott and medieval romanticism 
(J. Schmidt's thorough knowledge and appreciation of Walter 
Scott's writings is traced through the former's "Grenzboten" articles) , 

2) Subjective idealism in English poetry (Schmidt's comparison 
between ultra-idealistic tendencies in German literature with the 
characteristic tendencies of Byron, Shelley, the Brownings, etc.), 

3) The Young English prose writers (Schmidt's views on Lytton, 
Thackeray, Charlotte Bronte, Carlyle, etc.), 4) Charles Dickens 
and the advantages of English life (Schmidt's estimation of Dicken's 
writings and his notions of the sound traits and advantages of 
English life), 5) "Soil und Haben" and Freytag's participation 
in the "Grenzboten" movement. 

As can be seen from this very condensed summary of their con- 
tents, the first four chapters present, in a well-arranged and 
systematized form Julian Schmidt's views on the later German 
Romanticists and writers known as "Das junge Deutschland" 
as contrasted with English writers of the same period. To record 
these sometimes surprising views without contradicting them 
outright, or at least expressing one's opinion about them was, no 
doubt, an extremely difficult task which was surely not much 
facilitated by the more or less favorable attitude the author takes 
toward Schmidt and his estimates of English literary and intel- 
lectual achievements. But Price can rest assured that he has 
carried out his intention, "to be Schmidt's editor, not his critic," 
with remarkable objectivity; at least the writer can give him 
that assurance since he has convinced himself by comparing a 
number of Price's statements with sometimes widely separated 
passages in the "Grenzboten" articles. 

But when Price maintains in his preface that he did not in this 
study relegate Gustav Freytag to a place of secondary importance, 
his assertion can only be interpreted as an excuse for a certain 
discrepancy between his title and the contents of his treatise. 
It is true he has endeavored " to bring out the parallelism between 
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Freytag's well-known literary practice and Schmidt's less known 
opinions in regard to English literature," but the very nature of 
his material as well as his problem forced him to pay far more 
attention to Schmidt's ideas than to Freytag's novels. No doubt, 
a great deal that is given in the first four chapters is necessary 
for a full understanding of the fifth, dealing with Freytag's relation 
to English literature, yet it remains a fact that everything he has 
to say about the latter is crowded into this one chapter; and his 
is by no means the longest of the whole treatise, since it takes up 
only 20 of the 120 pages of the book. Had the author exchanged 
the names in the title, no one could find any fault with his arrange- 
ment, and the note in the preface would have been superfluous. 

Still this lapsus calami does not in the least impair the value 
of the thesis. If the author has reserved only one chapter to 
G. Freytag, this chapter, nevertheless, seems to embody the 
most important contribution of the whole book to the history of 
German literature. With due emphasis, Price points to the impor- 
tance of Freytag's association with Julian Schmidt for the moulding 
of the former's literary ideals. Through him Freytag was led to 
make a thorough study of the technique of the contemporary 
English novel, and from this analysis of the works of Scott, Dickens 
and others emanated the influence of these writers upon Freytag's 
"Soil und Haben." While tracing the influence through this 
novel, Price furnishes in detail the proof to Salzer's statement 
(Geschichte der deutschen Literatur p. 1852) that for the pleasing 
structure of the action Freytag is indebted to Scott and for the 
delineation of the dramatis personae and the humoristic atmosphere 
to Dickens. That Freytag wrote his novel with the definite 
purpose of giving living form and expression to his literary ideals 
and to contribute to German literature that new element which 
he found it was Jacking, becomes evident from Freytag's long 
critical "Grenzboten" contribution of the year 1853 from which 
Price properly gives an extensive quotation since it is not embodied 
in Freytag's "Gesammelte Werke." 

That the author has not carried his investigation further and 
tried to test Freytag's later novels for " English-Grenzboten 
influences," is indeed, as he admits himself, somewhat arbitrary, 
especially in view of the surprising conclusions which he draws 
from his discussion. He maintains (p. 110) that "the time is not 
yet ripe for a final estimate of the work of Julian Schmidt. Critical 
opinion in regard to him still varies largely in accordance with the 
extent of the critic's agreement with his moral aesthetic and poli- 
tical principles." Does Price really expect that there ever will 
be a time when the valuation of Schmidt's views will be unanimous 
among the critics? Why should the lot of this one writer be more 
fortunate than that of many others far more prominent and impor- 
tant in the history of German thinking? Schmidt's criticism 
of his German contemporaries was largely negative, for men like 
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Hebbel, Ludwig, and Keller he had done practically nothing 
as Kummer (Deutsche Lit. Gesch. d. 19. Jahuh, p. 440) rightly 
points out. If there was any "spiritual kinship" (Price p. 102) 
between Schmidt and these men, Price has not shown where it 
found its expression outside of a few traits in the technique of 
O. Ludwig's novels. Personal relationship may have existed 
between the two groups, but it does not necessarily establish 
common literary ideals. 

Is it not a fact that Julian Schmidt, self-appointed critic as 
he was, of the intellectual endeavors of his countrymen largely 
followed the fashion of the day but thereby failed to draw the 
lesson from the 18th century for his own time and country? Like 
Bodmer and Haller and Klopstock he holds up to the Germans 
English writers, English intellectual ideals and even English 
traits of life as worthy of emulation, but he forgets entirely that 
Herder had taught these same German people that they must 
find the ways and means for their own intellectual and spiritual 
restoration within themselves, only for the method of finding 
these means can they look to their foreign contemporaries. Today 
we may fairly say, it was well that the really talented writers 
of his time did not take their cue from Julian Schmidt, but followed 
their own intellect in their endeavor to develop German literature. 

In view of the present crisis between the two nations which 
is obviously as much an intellectual as a political one, I for one 
hope that Dr. Price may soon find time "for that larger survey 
which he says himself is much needed, of the influence of English 
writers upon German literature in the nineteenth century." For 
his thesis leaves no doubt that he has an intimate knowledge 
of the literatures of England and Germany, it also shows enough 
evidence of a thorough, methodical training for that kind of work. 
However, an investigation of the opposite influences should be 
undertaken at the same time. Much light could thereby be 
thrown on the differences between the two peoples and literary 
discussion may thus for once attain a usefulness which it has not 
been able to find heretofore. 

A. Busse. 



GOTTFRIED KELLERS LEBEN. Von Emil Ermatinger. Mit 
Benutzung von Jacob Baechtolds Biographie dargestellt. 
3 Bande, Stuttgart und Berlin, 1916. (1. Band 677 SS.) 

Nur der erste Band dieses Werkes ist erschienen, die zwei wei- 
teren sollen nach Kriegesschlusz folgen. Eine Umarbeitung der 
Bachtoldschen Keller-Biographie sollte das Werk werden, hat 
sich aber zum groszen Teil zur selbstandigen Arbeit ausgewach- 
sen. Und wenn der Keller-Forscher auch noch mit Pietat zu 
Bachtolds Werk zurtickkehrt, maszgebend ist doch, im ganzen 



